CHAPTER XXVII

WHILE the events which I have just been recording had
been taking place before Polotsk, the Emperor had stayed at
Witebsk and thence was directing the operations of his
numerous army corps.    Some military writers have
Napoleon for losing his time first at Wilna, where he
nineteen days, and then at Witebsk, where he passed seven-
teen ; asserting that these thirty-six days might have teen
better employed, especially in a country where the summer
is very short, and the rigours of winter begin to be felt by
the end of September.    The blame seems to be well founded
up to a certain point; but some extenuation may be found,
first, in the hope which the Emperor had of seeing the
Russians seek an understanding ; secondly, by the necessity
of concentrating the various corps which had been detached
in pursuit of Bagration ; and, lastly, because some rest had
to be granted to the troops.    In addition to their day's
march they had every evening to go and seek provisions far
from their bivouacs, since the Russians as they retired had
burnt all stores, and it was impossible to distribute rations
regularly to the French troops.   Davout's corps was, however*
for a long time a fortunate exception to this rule, since that
marshal, who was no less great as an administrator than as ft
leader, had organised before the passage of the Niemen huge
trains of small carts to follow his army.   These carts,
with biscuits, salted meat, and vegetables, were drawn hy
oxen, a certain number of which were slaughtered eray
evening.    This, while assuring a supply of provMoi^ luA *
great effect in keeping the soldiers in their ranks*

The Emperor left Witebsk August 13, apd,            ft*

2nd and 6th  corps under *e mjxmmA of .o posted two divisions of infantry
